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observation of them. I have heard of the corruptions of
Europe, and the total departure from natural sentiment
and moral rectitude which characterizes the great body of
refined society in that quarter of the world, and I could
almost persuade myself that a daily association with
human nature in this impure condition had a little ob-
scured the remembrance of what it is in your native land,
and that your foreign misanthropy will be dissipated
when your observation of American character is renewed.
At least it seems to me that there is much to love and
value in society here. There is a good deal that is false
and artificial; but this does not pervade the whole. A part
consider the law that is written on their hearts of higher
obligation than the observances of custom; and certainly
our morals have not yet fallen a prey either to distem-
pered sentiment or wild opinions.
My business at present amounts to little or nothing.
I opened my office last Fall; and from that time to this
I have had almost uninterrupted leisure to exercise my-
self in threading the mazes of the law and contemplating
its "glorious uncertainties." I certainly should like it
better if I could mix a little active exertion with this
speculative enjoyment. But I see no immediate prospect
of having my wishes realized. Professional business in
this country is in a very depressed state, and unless my
further pastime meets with some reward, I fear there will
be a necessity of my changing the theatre of my efforts.
I certainly shall not do this unless ragged poverty threat-
ens to stare me in the face if I remain, for I had much
rather try my fortune here than elsewhere. As every nook
and corner in this state has its quota of attornies, nay, is
filled to overflowing, if I leave this place I shall go to
the "far West." I fear I shall not be able to act upon

